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Peter Claver was a Spanish Jesuit who became a missionary in Columbia in 
the early 17th century. Affected by the thousands of African slaves who arrived 
each year to work in the Columbian gold and silver mines, he devoted his life to 
them. During the 40 years of his ministry in Colombia, it is estimated he 
personally baptized around 300,000 slaves. Peter Claver is the patron saint 
of race relations. 
 
Four and a half centuries later, the world continues to be infected by the 
disease of racism.  
 
“Racism is the sin that says some human beings are inherently superior and 
others essentially inferior because of races. It is the sin that makes racial 
characteristics the determining factor for the exercise of human rights. It mocks 
the words of Jesus: 'Treat others the way you would have them treat you.' 
Indeed, racism is more than a disregard for the words of Jesus; it is a denial of 
the truth of the dignity of each human being revealed by the mystery of the 
Incarnation.” Brothers and Sisters to Us, USCCB 
 
“Racism is an evil which endures in our society and in our Church. Despite apparent advances 
and even significant changes in the last two decades, the reality of racism remains. In large part it 
is only external appearances which have changed.” Brothers and Sisters to Us, USCCB 
 
Segregation ended by laws. The grief and humiliation of segregation were not and cannot be ended by 
laws. 
 
“Racism is not merely one sin among many; it is a radical evil that divides the human family and denies 
the new creation of a redeemed world. To struggle against it demands an equally radical transformation, 
in our own minds and hearts as well as in the structure of our society.” Brothers and Sisters to Us, 
USCCB 
 
St. Katherine Drexel is the patron saint of racial justice. The Vatican noted her courage and initiative in 
addressing social inequality among minorities and her selfless service for the victims of injustice. 
 
Racial justice and race relations are equally commendable. All people are called to seek both. One is the 
effort to change the prevailing structures of sin. The other is to "show our Christian charity by a quiet and 
courageous determination to make the quest for racial harmony a matter of personal involvement 
[emphasis added]." On Racial Harmony - A Statement by the Administrative Board, National Catholic 
Welfare Conference (August 23, 1963)    
 
Pope Francis might call this, "encounter." We cannot be open to encounter if our minds are closed by 
prejudice.  
 
When we act with "prejudice," we pre-judge. That is, we act before using judgment. Prejudice is a state 
realized before judgment is applied.  
 
We must always act with an open heart and open mind. 
 
"May [Mother Teresa] help us increasingly to understand that our only criterion for action is gratuitous 
love, free from every ideology and all obligations, offered freely to everyone without distinction of 
language, culture, race or religion." Pope Francis 
 


