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Scriptural Reference 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they shall be called sons of God”  
(Mt 5:9).

Homily Hints 
”If you want peace, work for justice. … 
We believe that the idea of Peace 
still is, and still must be, dominant in 
human affairs, and that it becomes 
all the more urgent whenever 
and wherever it is contradicted 
by opposite ideas or deeds. It is a 

necessary idea, an 
imperative idea, 
an inspiring idea.” 
(Blessed Pope 
Paul VI)

“Each person and 
every community, 
whether religious, 
civil, educational 
or cultural, is 
called to work 
for peace. Peace 
is principally the 
attainment of 
the common 
good in society 
at its different 
levels, primary 
and intermediary, 
national, 

international and global. Precisely 
for this reason it can be said that the 
paths which lead to the attainment 
of the common good are also the 
paths that must be followed in the 
pursuit of peace.” (Pope Benedict XVI)

“The path to the attainment of the 
common good and to peace is 
above all that of respect for human 
life in all its many aspects, beginning 
with its conception, through its 
development and up to its natural 
end. True peacemakers, then, are 
those who love, defend and promote 
human life in all its dimensions, 
personal, communitarian and 
transcendent. Life in its fullness is  
the height of peace. Anyone who 
loves peace cannot tolerate  
attacks and crimes against life.”  
(Pope Benedict XVI

“For the establishment of true peace 
in the world, justice must find its 
fulfilment in charity. Certainly law is 
the first road leading to peace, and 
people need to be taught to respect 
that law. Yet one does not arrive at 
the end of this road unless justice 
is complemented by love. Justice 
and love sometimes appear to be 
opposing forces. In fact they are but 
two faces of a single reality, two 
dimensions of human life needing 
to be mutually integrated. Historical 
experience shows this to be true. 
It shows how justice is frequently 
unable to free itself from rancor, 
hatred and even cruelty. By itself, 
justice is not enough. Indeed, it can 
even betray itself, unless it is open  
to that deeper power which is love.” 
(St. John Paul II)

“There is no peace without 
forgiveness!” (St. John Paul II)

Catholic Social Teaching

“Respect for and development of human 
life requires peace. Peace is not merely 

the absence of war, and it is not limited to 
maintaining a balance of powers between 
adversaries. Peace cannot be attained on 
earth without safeguarding the goods of 

persons, free communication among men, 
respect for the dignity of persons and 
peoples, and the assiduous practice  

of fraternity. Peace is the work of justice 
and the effect of charity.”

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2304



Prayer Intentions 
For the Church, that our leaders 
continue to be the bearers of the 
Good News and serve as examples of 
the peacemakers we are called to be—

we pray to the Lord.

Lord Jesus, by your glorious passion, 
conquer the hardness of our 
hearts, imprisoned by hatred and 
selfishness—

we pray to the Lord.

Lord Jesus, cast forth the shadow of 
your cross over peoples at war; may 
they learn the way of reconciliation, 
dialogue and forgiveness—

we pray to the Lord.

Father of Jesus, You whose Son 
called all peacemakers blessed, 
Help us forge peace in your name. 
Peace among nations. Peace among 
neighbors. Peace among families—

we pray to the Lord.

Work of Mercy 
Forgive Offenses >>

Forgive those who have offended 
us; reject all forms of anger and hate 
that lead to violence.

Accompany 
Let go of grudges; go out of your way 
to be positive with someone you are 
having a difficult time with.

Advocate 
Promote mercy and peacebuilding  
in our communities by implementing 
reasonable regulations on firearms. 
(United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops)

Pray 
Pray for Peace >>

For the Bulletin 
“God is peace: let us ask him to help 
us to be peacemakers each day, in 
our life, in our families, in our cities 
and nations, in the whole world. Let 
us allow ourselves to be moved by 
God’s goodness.” Pope Francis

Prayer: Vision of Wholeness 
Mary, Queen of Peace, save us all, 
who have so much trust in you, from 
wars, hatred, and oppression. Make 
us all learn to live in peace, and 
educate ourselves for peace, do what 
is demanded by justice and respect 
the rights of every person, so that 
peace may be firmly established. 
Amen.
St. John Paul II

August 9:  
Remembering Hiroshima & Nagasaki

https://ljp.archdpdx.org/forgive-offenses
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/prayers/prayers-for-peace.cfm

