
“
Homily Hints
“The lack of dignified or affordable 
housing often leads to the 
postponement of formal relationships. It 
should be kept in mind that “the family 
has the right to decent housing, fitting 
for family life and commensurate to the 
number of the members, in a physical 
environment that provides the basic 
services for the life of the family and 
the community”. Families and homes go 

together. This makes us 
see how important it is 
to insist on the rights of 
the family and not only 
those of individuals.” 
Pope Francis

“As Americans and believers, we are 
haunted by the tragic reality of so many 
without decent housing in our land. It 
is a sign of serious social neglect and 
moral failure. We ask everyone to join 
in a sustained and urgent effort to find 
creative and effective responses to 
this national tragedy. A great and good 
nation cannot turn away as people 
wander our streets looking for a decent 
home.” US Bishops Statement on 
Homelessness

“Far from being a matter of simple 
lack or deprivation, to be homeless 
means to suffer from the deprivation or 
lack of something which is due. This, 
consequently, constitutes an injustice. 

“Any person or family that, without any 
direct fault on his or her part, does not 
have suitable housing is the victim of an 
injustice. “What Have You Done to Your 
Homeless Brother? The Church And 
The Housing Problem,” Document of the 
Pontifical Commission “Justitia et Pax”, 
1987)

“I want to be very clear. There is 
no social or moral justification, no 
justification whatsoever, for lack 
of housing. There are many unjust 
situations, but we know that God is 
suffering with us, experiencing them 
at our side. He does not abandon 
us. Jesus not only wanted to show 
solidarity with every person. He not 
only wanted everyone to experience his 
companionship, his help, his love. He 
identified with all those who suffer, who 
weep, who suffer any kind of injustice.” 
Pope Francis

Catholic social teaching 

Decent, safe, and affordable housing is 
a human right.

U.S.C.C.B.
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Prayer Intentions:

For those deprived of their human 
needs, and their human rights: that 
they may be given the dignity, such as 
housing, which God confers on all his 
people—

we pray to the Lord.

For all who are forgotten or thrown away, 
and especially for the poor and the 
homeless: that God might change our 
hearts and move us to love them as the 
image of Christ—

we pray to the Lord.

For all who are lonely or afraid, for 
teenagers on the street, old people in 
nursing homes, prisoners with no one to 
visit them, and all whom the world has 
forgotten: that Christ might lead us to 
them—

we pray to the Lord.

For all who are forgotten or cast off: that 
we might value each human life, as a 
priceless gift from God—

we pray to the Lord.

Work of Mercy
Shelter the Homeless »

Many circumstances could lead to someone 
becoming a person without a home. Christ 
encourages us to go out and meet those without 
homes, affirming their worth and helping them 
seek a resolution to the challenges they face.

• Act » Provide one-time or reoccurring meals
and food to Kenton Women’s Village and the
Housing Transitions Project Drop-In Center.
(Contact Catholic Charities at
kgoetz@CCOregon.org)

• Advocate »
The Oregon Housing Alliance unites people
who are dedicated to increasing resources to
meet our housing needs. Learn and participate
in its advocacy efforts.

• Donate » Winter Weather Clothing and
Sleeping Bag Drive. Learn more at
https://tinyurl.com/ycmnsup3

Prayer for Affordable Housing
Shelter us, O Lord, and give us the 
compassion and knowledge to help 
others in their search for shelter.

Help us to be a compassionate presence 
to those we meet.

Continue to bless us, O Lord, with sites 
that make comfort and joy realities for 
families.

And, as Mother Teresa said: “Each 
time people come into contact with us, 
they must become different and better 
people because of having met us.” 
Amen

October 10 is  
World Homeles Day

http://ljp.archdpdx.org/shelter-the-homeless
kgoetz@CCOregon.org
https://www.oregonhousingalliance.org
https://tinyurl.com/ycmnsup3
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