
Foundations of Faith
Death Penalty

Scriptural Reference 
“The one who judges me is the Lord.  
Therefore, do not make any judgment before  
the appointed time, until the Lord comes, for  
he will bring to light what is hidden in darkness  
and will manifest the motives of our hearts”  
(1 COR 4:4b-5). 
 
Homily Hints 
Persons must have an entire life 
to convert. The death penalty 
impedes the possibility of 
God’s grace and redemption 
in a prisoner’s life, the 
length of which must be 
determined by God, not man. 

“As children of God, we’re 
better than this, and we need 
to start acting like it. We need 
to end the death penalty now.” 
Archbishop Charles Chaput

Avowing that life matters means 
opposing abortion. Opposing unjust war 
and attacks against noncombatants. Opposing 
physician-assisted suicide. Acknowledging that 
life matters means opposing the death penalty.

“The decision to reject death in favor of life 
does not reflect a lessening of sympathy with 
the families of those who have been victims of 
murder. They continue to bear the burden of 
their grief and loss. Their right to see justice done 
on behalf of their loved ones is not diminished. 
But no peace can result from the violence of the 
death penalty.” Archbishop Alexander Sample 
 
Prayer Intentions 
That we embrace the culture of life and oppose 
the death penalty—

We pray to the Lord...

For the men and women who sit on death row, 
awaiting the end of their life: that we might pray 
for them with compassion and care—
We pray to the Lord…

For those who have lost hope, and especially for 
those condemned to die: that we might 

work to save their lives—
We pray to the Lord…

For those condemned to die, 
and especially for men and 
women on death row: that 
their plight might move  
the hearts of the people  
of this nation—
We pray to the Lord… 

 
Work of Mercy 

Visit the Imprisoned  
People in prison are still people, 

made in the image and likeness of 
God.  No matter what someone has 

done, they deserve the opportunity to hear 
the Word of God and discover the Truth of the 
message of Christ. 
 
Act 
Take the National Catholic Pledge to End the 
Death Penalty 
 
Accompany 
Contact the Archdiocesan Prison Ministry for 
information on volunteering to visit prisoners, 
assisting in re-entry programs, writing letters  
and much more. 
 
Learn 
Visit Catholic Mobilizing Network, the  
program of the U.S. Catholic Bishops to  
end the death penalty. 
 

“
Catholic Social 

Teaching

“Ending the death penalty would 
be one important step away from a 

culture of death and toward building 
a culture of life.” 

A Culture of Life and the Penalty 
of Death, United States 
Conference of Catholic 

Bishops
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https://pdxlifejusticepeace.org/visit-the-imprisoned
https://catholicsmobilizing.org/action/pledge
https://catholicsmobilizing.org/action/pledge
mailto:prisonministry@archdpdx.org
https://catholicsmobilizing.org/death-penalty


Donate 
Act locally by donating to Oregonians for 
Alternatives to the Death Penalty (OADP) 
 
For the Bulletin 
“Consequently, the Church teaches, in the 
light of the Gospel, that “the death penalty is 
inadmissible because it is an attack on the 
inviolability and dignity of the person,” and 
she works with determination for its abolition 
worldwide” (Catechism of the Catholic  
Church, 2267). 
 
Prayer to End the Use of the Death Penalty 
Merciful Father, we ask your blessing on all we 
do to build a culture of life. Hear our prayers for 
those impacted by the death penalty.

We pray for all people, that their lives and dignity 
as children of a loving God may be respected 
and protected in all stages and circumstances.

We pray for victims of violence and their families, 
that they may experience our love and support 
and find comfort in your compassion and in the 
promise of eternal life.

We pray for those on death row, that their lives 
may be spared, that the innocent may be freed 
and that the guilty may come to acknowledge 
their faults and seek reconciliation with you.

We pray for the families of those who are facing 
execution, that they may be comforted by your 
love and compassion.

We pray for civic leaders, that they may commit 
themselves to respecting every human life and 
ending the use of the death penalty in our land.

Compassionate Father, give us wisdom and 
hearts filled with your love. Guide us as we work 
to end the use of the death penalty and to build 
a society that truly chooses life in all situations.

We ask this Father through your Son Jesus Christ 
who lives and reigns with the Holy Spirit, one 
God forever and ever. 

Amen

October 10: World Day Against 
the Death Penalty

http://oadp.org/
http://oadp.org/

