
Catholic Social Teachings
THE PRINCIPLE OF FAMILY 

Scriptural Reference 
“But the most beautiful thing God made—so the 
Bible tells us—was the family. He created man 
and woman. And he gave them everything. He 
entrusted the world to them: ‘Grow, multiply, 
cultivate the earth, make it bear fruit, let it grow.’ 
All the love he put into that marvelous creation, 
he entrusted to a family (cf. GN 1:28)” Pope Francis. 
 
Homily Hints 
”The family is the original cell of social life. … 
The family is the community in which, from 
childhood, one can learn moral values, begin 
to honor God, and make good use of freedom. 
Family life is an initiation into life in society. 

“The family must be helped and defended by 
appropriate social measures. Where families 
cannot fulfill their responsibilities, other social 
bodies have the duty of helping them and 
of supporting the institution of the family” 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2207, 2209.

“It is necessary to go back to seeing the family  
as the sanctuary of life. … In the face of the  
so-called culture of death, the family is the  
heart of the culture of life” St. Pope John Paul II.

“It is necessary to reaffirm the conviction that 
every family is the principal setting for the 
growth of each individual, since it is through 
the family that human beings become open 
to life and the natural need for relationships 
with others. Over and over again we see that 
family bonds are essential for the stability of 
relationships in society” Pope Francis.

“The family constitutes the best ‘social capital.’  
It cannot be replaced by other institutions”  
Pope Francis.

No family is alike. None is a paradigm of 
perfection without the stains of conflicts and 
emotions and history. Joseph is one of the  
three members of the Holy Family yet Joseph 
was also a stepfather. 
 
Prayer Intentions

That any far-reaching decisions of economists 
and politicians may protect the family as one  
of the treasures of humanity—Let us pray to  
the Lord...

That today’s families may be accompanied  
with love, respect and guidance—Let us pray  
to the Lord...

That families, through their life of prayer and 
love, become ever more clearly “schools of true 
human growth”—Let us pray to the Lord…

That families in need may receive the necessary 
support and that children may grow up in 
healthy and peaceful environments—Let us pray 
to the Lord...
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10th Principle of Catholic  
Social Teaching

“The long-range 
future of this nation 
is intimately linked 
with the well-being of 
families, for the family 
is the most basic form 
of human community” 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.



Work of Mercy  
Bear Patiently Those Who Do Us Ill  
God is patient with us. Let us ask for the grace  
to have that kind of patience with our families. 
 
Volunteer 
Supporting families is a priority for Catholic 
Charities. Volunteer in one of their many 
opportunities and help a family succeed. 
 
Learn 
Visit the Archdiocesan Office of Marriage and 
Family Life 
 
Educate 
Family Support and Connections of Catholic 
Community Services of Lane County offers 
families the support of a caring case manager 
who can help you find the resources and support 
you need to reduce family stress and increase 
opportunities for family success. Learn more and 
share with parishioners.. 
 
Bulletin Reflection 
The Principle of Family is one of the five 
essential concerns of the Church’s social 
doctrine: “In the family we learn solidarity, how 
to share, to discern, to walk ahead with each 
other’s problems, to fight and to make up, to 
argue and to embrace and to kiss. The family is 
the first school of the nation, and in the family 

you will find that richness and value that you 
have. … Never, never put the family to one side; 
the family is the founding stone upon which a 
great nation is built” Pope Francis. 
 
A Family Blessing

Lord of all,

Bless our families. 
Be they formed by blood or by circumstance, 
Make them holy.

May we find you  
in our relationships. 
In our marriages, in our families 
In our households, in our communities, 
In our global humanity.

May we look across all that divides us 
And see family 
And embrace as a family does. 
And love as a family ought to.

For where two or three gather in your name 
There are you.

Amen.
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The Principle of the Dignity of Work and the Rights of WorkersNext Issue...

https://ljp.archdpdx.org/bear-patiently-those-who-do-us-ill
https://www.catholiccharitiesoregon.org/services/pope-francis-center/volunteerism/
https://famlife.archdpdx.org/family-life
https://famlife.archdpdx.org/family-life
https://www.ccslc.org/family-support

